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FY 2011 Congressional Budget Justification
Children and Families Services Programs

CHILD ABUSE DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES

FY 2009 

FY 2010 

FY 2011 

Increase or

Enacted 


Enacted 


Estimate 

Decrease

$41,757,000 

$29,020,000 

$39,020,000 

+$10,000,000

Authorizing Legislation – Section 112(a)(2) of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act

2011 Authorization ..................................Such sums as may be appropriated pending Congressional action

on reauthorization.

Allocation Method.............................................................................................. Competitive Grant

Program Description and Accomplishments – The Child Abuse Discretionary Activities account funds a number of research and demonstration grants and contracts. The program funds research on the causes, prevention, identification and treatment of child abuse and neglect, and investigative, administrative and judicial procedures. It also funds projects to compile, publish and disseminate training materials; provide technical assistance; and demonstrate and evaluate methods and procedures to prevent and treat child abuse and neglect. 
In addition, the program funds a national resource center on issues relating to child maltreatment and a national clearinghouse, the Child Welfare Information Gateway, which gathers and disseminates information on promising programs of prevention and treatment and on the incidence of child abuse and neglect. Finally, in FY 2008 and FY 2009, the program funded a Home Visitation initiative to encourage investment of existing funding streams into proven-effective home visitation programs. These grants were not funded in FY 2010, with the conference report to the Labor/HHS appropriation noting that funds were not included for these activities in FY 2010 since mandatory funding was expected to be provided. 

Research and demonstration grants are awarded competitively to public and private agencies, including state and local government agencies, universities, and voluntary and faith-based organizations. Contracts may be awarded to public, nonprofit and proprietary organizations. Projects supported by grants and contracts awarded under this program may run up to five years, depending upon the availability of funds. Two Quality Improvement Centers are funded through this program: 1) the National Quality Improvement Center on Preventing the Abuse and Neglect of Infants and Young Children which works to improve the social, physical, behavioral, cognitive, and emotional well-being of children zero to five years old, and their families, who are at risk of abuse and neglect by fostering collaborative research and demonstration projects across the child abuse prevention, child welfare, early childhood, and other health, education, and social service systems; and 2) the National Quality Improvement Center on Differential Response in Child Protective Services which works to generate knowledge on effective practice models of differential response in child protective systems and supports the infrastructure needed at the State and local levels to improve child welfare outcomes for children and their families who are identified as a result of referrals for suspected child maltreatment.

Funding for the program during the last five years has been as follows:

2006 ....................................................................................... $25,446,000

2007 ....................................................................................... $25,780,000

2008 ....................................................................................... $37,135,000

2009 ....................................................................................... $41,757,000

2010 ....................................................................................... $29,020,000

Performance measurement for the Child Abuse Discretionary Activities program is part of a broader Child Welfare performance program area.

Budget Request – The FY 2011 request for Child Abuse Discretionary Activities is $39,020,000, a $10,000,000 increase above the FY 2010 enacted level. These funds will support 42 grants designed to assist and enhance national, state and local efforts to prevent, identify and treat child abuse. The $10 million in additional funds will be used to establish a new competitive grant program for states to support increased use, and high quality implementation, of evidence-based and evidence-informed child maltreatment prevention programs and activities. The competitive grant program is intended to encourage states to use existing funding streams to support community-based prevention activities rooted in a strong evidence base. Funds also will be used to insure that child maltreatment prevention and family support is integrated with other state systems for children and youth.

In addition to this new initiative, the on-going child abuse discretionary grants support a wide range of efforts intended to increase the knowledge base on evidence-based practices and strategies for their implementation; facilitate systems improvement in state, county and local programs; identify and evaluate effective strategies to reduce child abuse and neglect of infants and young children; and demonstrate  effective approaches to address issues identified in the Child and Family Service Reviews. Currently, funded projects include:

 Using Comprehensive Family Assessments to Improve Child Welfare Outcomes;

 Rigorous Evaluations of Existing Child Abuse Prevention Programs;

 Quality Improvement Center on Differential Response;

 Quality Improvement Center on Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect in Infants and Young

Children; and

 Five regional Implementation Centers, an innovative approach designed to provide long term

technical assistance to state-initiated transformation projects that improve child welfare systems

and services.

The National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) allows states to report child welfare data to ACF. NCANDS supports three annual performance measures related to the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) State Grant program and the Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention (CBCAP) program.

