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On May 8, 2008, in the historic LBJ room
of the United States Capitol that pays
tribute to President Lyndon Johnson who
launched the War on Poverty over 44 years
ago, the National Service Office hosted a
celebration and Congressional Briefing on
Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP). During
the briefing, six of the nation's leading
private foundations announced an unprec-
edented co-investment that will ensure
quality replication of NFP over the next
10 years.

Left to right: NFP Board Chair, Robert Hill with Representa-
tives Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) and Jo Ann Emerson
(R-MO). photo credit: Sam Kittner

This historic co-investment, which also
includes commitments by NFP’s Board of
Directors, will foster a dramatic expansion
of the program to serve 100,000 mothers
and children a day by 2017. The funding
will provide increased nurse recruitment
support, development of ongoing nurse
education and program support for
existing agencies, as well as expanded
efforts in marketing and communications,
program development, and policy and
government affairs.

We expect the foundation commitment to
leverage an additional investment of

$1.9 billion in federal, state and local
public funds over the next 10 years to
support the cost of direct services deliv-
ered by our local agency partners.

The Capitol Hill event was more than a
gathering to celebrate the incredible

commitment of these foundations. It was
a call to action to Congress, our Executive
Branch agencies and others to invest in
Nurse-Family Partnership to improve the
health and well-being of our children and
families, and by doing so to empower and
strengthen our communities nationwide.

Right to left: Kim Druist, Nurse Home
Visitor, from the United Way NFP
Implementing Agency in Middlesex
County and Franklin Township, New
Jersey; and her former client and NFP
Graduate, Danielle Zackin.

photo credit: Sam Kittner

Leading up to the event, representatives
from local NFP agencies and champions
from across the country participated in an
“NFP-on-the-Hill” day in D.C., visiting
with their respective Congressional
delegations to share their experiences and
involvement with the program:

* Lisa Ingebritson, Nurse Home
Visitor from Adams, Arapahoe and
Douglas Counties, CO

» Brenda Mensink, Nurse Home
Visitor, El Paso County, CO

« Earleen Beckman, Program Director
and Lucia Biers, Research & Evaluation
Director, Garrett County, MD

« Kim Druist, Nurse Home Visitor,
Middlesex County and Franklin
Township, NJ

« Danielle Zackin, graduate, Middlesex
County and Franklin Township, NJ
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Left to right: James S. Marks, Senior Vice President and
Director, Health Group, RWJF; Gail C. Christopher,Vice
President for Health, WK. Kellogg Foundation; Woody
McCuthchen, Portfolio Manager EMCF; Jamie McKee,
Program Officer, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation; Robert
Hill, NFP Board Chair; and U.S. Senator Ken Salazar
(D-CO). photo credit: Sam Kittner

» Shirley Joseph, NFP Nurse Home
Visitor, Harlem, NY

» Pam Long, Agency Administrator,
Allegheny County, PA

* Doretta Lemon, Nurse Home Visitor,
Allegheny County, PA

» Madeline McClure, Executive Director
of TexProtects, Dallas, TX

* Lois Schipper, Nurse Supervisor and
Program Manager, King County, WA

We gratefully acknowledge the
following co-investors:

The Edna McConnell
Clark Foundation (EMCF)

Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation (RWJF)

W.K. Kellogg Foundation
The Kresge Foundation

The Picower Foundation
NFP Board of Directors

EMCEF served as lead investor,
ensuring a high-quality business
plan to achieve sustainable
growth.

RWJF’s commitment is particu-
larly notable because they have
been in partnership with NFP as
a primary funder since 1979.
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