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PUBLIC POLICY                            New $10.2 Million Evidence-Based Home Visitation Competitive Grant Program for States!
After extensive negotiations between the Appropriations Committee leadership and the White House on funding levels, Congress 
enacted the Consolidated Appropriations Act of  2008 and the President signed the bill into law on December 26, 2007. This law 
establishes a new $10.2 million competitive grant program for States to fund evidence-based, home visitation programs that “have 
been shown, in well-designed randomized controlled trials, to produce sizeable, sustained effects on important child outcomes.”
As you know, Congress faced significant funding constraints, yet chose to dedicate scarce resources to this new initiative. In this 
difficult fiscal climate, this appropriation and the requirement that it fund evidence-based home visitation programs marks a 
significant milestone that would not have been possible without the hard work, commitment and dedication of  the entire NFP 
family. We can all take enormous pride in this achievement and the hope that it promises for the children and families served by 
Nurse-Family Partnership and other evidence-based home visitation programs. 

The U.S. Department of  Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families (ACF) is expected to issue a request 
for proposals for this program sometime this spring.

If  you have questions or would like to discuss this exciting initiative, please contact your NFP Regional Program Developer or 
Karen Howard in the Policy & Government Affairs Department via email at karen.howard@nursefamilypartnership.org

The Healthy Children and Families Act (S 1052/HR 3024)
In 2007, the Healthy Children and Families Act was introduced by Senators Ken Salazar (D-CO) and Arlen Specter (R-PA) in the 
Senate and subsequently in the House by Representatives Diana DeGette (D-CO), Timothy Murphy (R-PA), Lois Capps (D-CA), 
and John Salazar (D-CO). This legislation creates a new category of  services for evidence-based home visitation services such as 
Nurse-Family Partnership, that states have the option to include within their State Child Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) and 
Medicaid programs. Due to the controversy surrounding SCHIP funding levels, Congress passed a continuing resolution to extend 
federal funding for SCHIP through March 2009. We are currently working to get a score for this Act from the Congressional 
Budget Office that takes into account Medicaid savings from programmatic outcomes.
 
Education Begins At Home Act (EBAH, S.667/HR 2343)
Introduced by Senators Bond (R-MO) and Clinton (D-NY) in the Senate and Representatives Davis (D-IL) and Platts (R-PA) in the 
House, and re-introduced during the 1st session of  the 110th Congress, EBAH provides $500 million over three years through the 
U.S. Department of  Health and Human Services to help States establish or expand quality voluntary home visiting programs for 
families with young children. We are currently working with the EBAH Coalition to get additional co-sponsors of  this Act.  
  


